CHAPTER   VIII

BULGARIA, GRANTHAM AND GAMBERLEY

WITH the high-sounding title of "President of the Inter-Allied Air
Commission of Control in Bulgaria35 I left for that country on
August 12th (1920)3 stopping en route in Paris to obtain from the
Allied Supreme Council details of the task ahead. An inventory
had to be made of all aircraft equipment and hangars remaining
in Bulgaria. Each of the Allies could take their portion of such
equipment if they so wished, but were not to dispose of it sub-
sequently to any other State. If they did not require their quota,
it was to be destroyed.

My staff included Squads-Leaders Reggie Leslie and Daly and
the other delegates were Colonel Menard and Captain Poupon
from. France, and an Italian who appeared on the scenes late and
started to quarrel with the Frenchmen.. Last, also least, a Japanese
who regarded the business as a complete joke. Luckily none of the
Allies concerned wanted any of the few aircraft to which they were
entitled, so the job looked like being a comparatively easy one.

The Orient Express wandered leisurely by way of Venice,
Zagreb and Belgrade and the journey was enlivened by my
humorous friend Leslie, who, at one stage, decided to view the
countryside from a position above the cow-catcher in front of the
engine. I thought we had left him behind at some wayside station
in Jugo-Slavia, but no, he was making a royal progress waving to
the peasants in the fields on either side of the track from his pre-
carious position; the engine driver seemed to enjoy the fun. His
progress was not so regal later when he changed his position to
one on top of the front coach and soon after met a long tunnel,
from which he emerged completely black.

Most of the railway bridges in northern Italy and Jugo-Slavia
had been hastily reconstructed in wood and they creaked and
groaned in a most alarming fashion as we passed over them at
slow speed.

Sofia was thoroughly overcrowded, a large Military Mission,
had already arrived and taken up most of the available accom-
modation. It was a day or two before we got rooms in a reasonable,
hotel, the Union Palace. The Minister was Sir Herbert Dering,
assisted by Francis Rodd (now Lord Rennell). General de Fortou